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SIR, 

} Y ITH all due reſpett, I requeſt you will per- 
mit me to preſent you with the accompanying publication, on 
the ſubject of the Tin Commerce, which I have had the honour 
to revive in China, and I hope will not only reſtore the de- 


dcälining Tin trade of the County of Cornwall, but turn out a 
profitable article to the Hon. Eaſt-India Company. 


I have laboured indefatigably for theſe fifteen months paſt 
to throw every light upon this new Commerce, and to collect 
every neceſſary information on the ſubject; and have been 
happy to ſucceed in impreſſing his Majeſty's Miniſters, and 
the Lords of Trade, with the propriety in taking off the 
Export Duties upon Tin beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
which, after a long and ſatisfactory examination before their 
Lordſhips, and the Memorial and Letter addreſſed to them 
on that head, has had the deſired effect, by which means 
you will have ſaved this ſeaſon nearly Three Thouſand Pounds. 


It is no unpleaſing reflection to me, when you received the 
flattering accounts of the ſale of the Tin ſent out by way 
of trial laſt ſeaſon, and the directions from your Supracargoes 


at Canton, reſpecting the form and ſize of the ſlabs in future 


to be ſent out, that you had then upon the Seas nearly 800 
tons of tin, ſhipped under my particular direction, in ſuch 
form, ſize, and weight, which I make no doubt will enter the 
China market much to my credit, and ſatisfactory to the Chi- 
neſe merchants; and will, I truſt, give you a proof that the 
confidence the Hon. Court of Directors have placed in my 
opinion, is perfectly juſt, reſpecting the manner of lending it 
cout, which will enſure the full price given for Tin next 
' ſeaſon in China, and may make a difference of two or three 
thouſand pounds, in favour of the Hon. Company, more 
than it would have done, had it been ſhipped in the irre- 
gular manner it was ſent out laſt ſeaſon, which has given me 
a great deal of uneaſinels, tearing on that _— the Chi- 
neſe would have prejudiced themſelves againſt 
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I have received advices this ſeaſon from Bengal, from one 
of the firſt commercial men in India, whom the Hon. Court 
of Directors can put the greateſt confidence in, that the 
importation of Tin into that country, for ſeveral years paſt, 
has been from 7 to 800 tons, at an average price of 39 cur- 
| | rent 


rent rupees per hundred weight, and Gow the uſes to h - 
it is applied, the Corniſh Tin will be found ſuperior in 
every reſpett. 


In the book I have the W to ſend you, you will ſee 


that the Tin of Cornwall is carried into every port in 


Europe; ; and I am informed, from a perſon of great commer- 
cial ideas, who travelled through Perſia two years ago, and 
has preſented his obſervations to the Council Board of Trade, 

that the Perſians were in the greateſt diſtreſs for that article, 
ſince the troubles in their country; and the trade in the 
Gulph of Perſia, and to Baſſorah being nearly extinguiſhed. 

That gentleman was preſent . when a quantity of Tin was 
ſelling at Iſpahan, at a very extravagant price, which had 
been exported from Cornwall to Turkey in bars, packed 
in Engliſh caſks, marked and numbered in this country, and 
from thence conveyed | in Caravans into Perſia, paying very 
heavy duties as 1t paſſed through the Grand Seignior's do- 
minions ; and the freight through ſuch an immenſe tract of 
country mult be no conſiderable ſum. Although, from the 


preſent ſituation of affairs in that 9 there 18 very 
little proſpect of a general trade into Perſia, in the article 


of Tin, yet I entertain a hope, by proper attention, it 
may lind its way to the weſtern parts of Perſia, by the 


great communication we have with Surat. 
| 


I hope, Sir, that you will not think me intruding upon 
your patience, when the diſtreſſed ſtate of the Tin trade of 
Cornwall, the oldeſt in Britain, is conſidered, in which many 
thouſands of his Majeſty's ſubjects would have been deprived | 
of the means of bipport, and that county thrown into the 
greateſt confuſion, had not theſe late exertions been made; 
and by the timely and liberal, ſupport of the Hon. Faſt- 
India Company, they are in o fair way of being extricated 
from all their difficulties, and I hope will, ſoon riſe, in 
the ſcale of commerce, equal to other counties in Great- 
Britain. 


# 


For my part, I have pledged myſelf, as far as my weak 
abilities extend, to promote, to the utmoſt of my power, the 
Tin trade of that county; and I am happy to ſay, Mr. Nicholas 
Donnithorne, Chairman of the Corniſh Tin Meetings in 
Cornwall, has given me the greateſt aſſiſtancc in carrying my 
plan into execution; that Gentleman has manifeſted on the 
occaſion the higheſt honor and integrity, and evinced un- 
8 zeal in protecting the property of his countrymen. 


— Should 


Should the Hon. Court of Directors, in their Commercial 

Wiſdom, think it a proper meaſure to be contented with a 
ſmall profit on the article of Tin in China, it may be preſumed 
that very good conſequences will ſoon attend it, in turning the 
Dutch out of that Market; and the Hon. Company being left 
in full poſſeſſion, it may, in a ſhort time, be raiſed to the 
higheſt price, and be a great article of Trade to them. It 
is from that Reſource alone the Dutch are enabled to 
procure the beſt Teas in China, a great Part of which I am 


informed are ſmuggled into the Northern Parts 'of England 
and Scotland. 


I have the honour to be, 
KS the greateſt Reſpett, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


Very faithful humble Servant, 
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